
COURSE: BEWITCHING 
SHAKESPEARE - MACBETH 

 
LED BY EMMA REES

Friday 18th August to Sunday 20th August 
 
In 1589, James VI of Scotland’s future wife, Anne of 
Denmark, came perilously close to being shipwrecked. 
James was convinced that witchcraft lay behind 
the violent storms, and by the time he became King 
James I of England, he had been responsible for the 
execution of hundreds of innocent people – usually 
women – suspected of witchcraft. 
 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth – which was probably first 
performed for King James at Hampton Court Palace 
– has been bewitching audiences for more than four 
hundred years.  In ‘Bewitching Shakespeare’ we’ll be 
considering Macbeth in its early modern context, but 
also in terms of its startlingly modern resonances in 
the #MeToo era, in which the language of the ‘witch 
hunt’ has been crudely misappropriated. Whether you 
already love Shakespeare’s plays, or whether they’re 
a source of frustration to you, this will be a weekend 
of Shakespeare without fear, with just one play 
– Macbeth (c. 1606) – to read or watch in advance, and 
all other materials provided for you. 
 
This course is led by Emma Rees, Gladstone’s Library’s 
Political Writer in Residence in 2016. She is professor 
of literature and gender studies at the University 
of Chester, and she has taught Shakespeare and 
Renaissance literature in universities for over 20 years.    (Rates and timetable on reverse) 

Book through Reception | T: 01244 532 350

Hearth is back! Our cosy and intimate mini-festival features four of the most 
exciting writers on the scene. Pull up a chair beside the fire and listen to fiction, 
poetry and short story authors from the comfort of the Gladstone Room lounge. 

Our 2024 Hearth events are:

22..3300ppmm  ttoo  33ppmm::  Why the Georgians Loved Ancient Greece. 
Author Susan Stokes-Chapman, author of Pandora will discuss 
how people in 1800s Britain were fascinated and shaped by 
Mediterranean antiquity. 

NNoooonn  ttoo  11ppmm::  The Language of Food: The Unknown Story of a 
Domestic Goddess. Author Annabel Aston ( The Language of 
Food) reveals the extraordinary life of the first domestic 
goddess, Eliza Acton.  

Full day tickets are £90 and include access to all four talks, the evening author panel and a two 
course lunch and dinner with tea or filter coffee. Half day tickets are £50 and include a two 
course lunch or dinner with tea or filter coffee. 
 Buy tickets on www.gladstoneslibrary.org

Hearth 
Saturday 11th February 

Is there something inherently liberal – or liberalising, or liberating – about reading and writing 
poetry? How OK is it to view others’ experiences as ‘inspiration’, or presume to give voice to the 
voiceless? What happens when we try to impress a human agenda on non-human subjects? 

Join poet Rebecca Watts as she considers her own work in the light of these questions, exploring 
how poetry might help us come to terms with our own nature and the world’s. This is sure to be a 
thought-provoking hour! 

Rebecca Watts lives in Cambridge, where she works for a museum and as a freelance writer and 
editor. In 2019 she edited Elizabeth Jennings: New Selected Poems and was awarded a Hawthornden 
Fellowship. Her second collection, Red Gloves, was published by Carcanet in 2020. 

Online tickets are £8. In-person tickets start from £11. Dinner and 
book bundles are also available. Order online or via Reception.

Gladstone’s Library, Church Lane, Hawarden, Flintshire, CH5 3DF | T: 01244 532 350 
Online: www.gladstoneslibrary.org | E: Enquiries@gladlib.org

Human/Nature: a discursive poetry 
reading with Rebecca Watts. 

Thursday May 12th, 2022 
From 7pm to 8pm.

44ppmm  ttoo  55ppmm::  SSppeeaakkiinngg  ––  aanndd  HHeeaarriinngg. Led by poet, writer, and 
literature activist Jonathan Davidson (A Commonplace) share your 
favourite poem with the world - or just listen, if you prefer

1100..3300aamm  ttoo  1111..3300::  Rewiring the Mind: Animals, Humans, and other 
Neurodivergent Narratives. David Hartley, author of Fauna, asks how 
can thinking ‘neurodivergently’ help us reach new understandings? 
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PROGRAMME
Fri 18th 
AUGUST			 
6pm				    Welcome to Gladstone’s Library and introductions
8pm 				    Macbeth: ‘Thunder and lightning’

Sat 19th 			 
AUGUST			 
9.30am 			   ‘Pale Hecate’s offerings’: which witch is which, and why? 
11am 				    Refreshments (tea or filter coffee) 
11.30am 		  	 ‘Come fate into the list’: destiny and design
2pm 				    ‘Unsex me here’: gender’s strictures and structures
4pm 				    Refreshments (tea or filter coffee)
4.20pm 			   Film: Macbeth (dir. Justin Kurzel, 2015, 113 mins)
8pm 				    The butcher and the fiendlike queen:  
				    Fassbender and Cotillard
 
Sun 20th 
AUGUST
9.30am 			   Macbeth for the 21st Century 
11am 				    Refreshments (tea or filter coffee)
11.30am 			   Is the hurly-burly done? 
12.30pm 			   Lunch and depart

RATES 
 
Single attendee in single ensuite £328
(with student, clergy or Society of Authors discount £280)

Two guests in a double ensuite - both guests attending course £530
(with student, clergy or Society of Authors discount £450)

Two guests in a double ensuite - one on course £460
(with student, clergy or Society of Authors discount £400)

Single guest in a double ensuite £370
(with student, clergy or Society of Authors discount £310)

Non residential attendance £240
(with student, clergy or Society of Authors discount £208)

Prices have been adjusted to include the August 30% accommodation discount.
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