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	Welcome to Alibis 2023! All talks are in the Theology Room, and all meals and breaks are in Food for Thought. Our lovely Gladstone Room is open with squashy sofas, perfect for relaxing; feel free to take your coffee there!

There are signs outside Reception and you can ask our friendly staff and volunteers for help if you get lost.


	FRIDAY
	9th JUNE

	5.00pm-6.00pm
	The bar is open – come grab a drink and meet your fellow weekenders!

	
	

	6.00pm-7.30pm
	Dinner

Please head to the Gladstone Room for a quick change of scene, before returning at 7.45pm for the Quiz.

	
	

	7.45pm-9.00pm
	Crime Quiz Strikes Again!

The best way to make new friends for the weekend – team up and head to the dining room


Hosted by our QuizMaster Extraordinaire

	SATURDAY
	10th JUNE 

	Until 9am
	Breakfast for residents; if you’re not staying, you can always grab a coffee.


	
	

	9.15am – 10.15am
	Who killed Charles Bravo? A Victorian Unsolved Mystery

In 1876 the newly married 30-year-old barrister, Charles Bravo died, poisoned by antimony.  This classic unsolved mystery has intrigued writers as diverse as Agatha Christie, Julian Fellows and many others.   But who poisoned him?  You’ll hear the evidence.  You’ll decide!

SOLO TALK
Delores Gordon-Smith 

	
	

	10.30am – 11.30am
	70 Years of the Crime Writers’ Association

On Guy Fawkes Day, 5 November, in 1953, the prolific author John Creasey convened a meeting of a few fellow authors which led to the formation of the Crime Writers’ Association. From uncertain beginnings, the CWA has grown into a renowned professional organisation for crime writers in Britain and elsewhere. Each year it awards the Daggers, the UK’s most prestigious prizes in the genre and publishes an anthology of members’ writing. The CWA’s archives are held at Gladstone’s Library and as part of the 70th birthday celebrations, archivist, anthologist and former CWA chair Martin Edwards will draw on his unrivalled knowledge of the organisation in a talk which delves behind the scenes and features leading figures ranging from Enid Blyton and P.D. James to Ian Rankin and Ann Cleeves.

SOLO TALK
Martin Edwards

	
	TEA BREAK 

	12.15pm – 1.15pm
	Dick Francis and the Family Business

Felix Francis is Dick Francis’s younger son and since 2006, he has carried on his father’s literary legacy. Before turning to writing fulltime, Felix had a long and successful career, first as a teacher of advanced physics, and then as a director of an expeditions company. Having assisted with research and plotting since childhood – as he says, the Francis family breakfast discussion was often ‘how much damage will a bullet do?’ rather than anything more mundane – it was a natural step to first collaborate with his father before writing independently after Dick Francis’s death. All bestsellers, Felix’s books are praised for their flair, suspense and intrigue. 

SOLO TALK
       Felix Francis

	
	LUNCH: Two-course lunch (including a filter coffee or tea) in Food for Thought

	2.45pm – 3.45pm
	Visit the Archive 

In a change from the advertised timetable by Bonnie MacBird, this session features a display curated from the British Crime Writing Archives. All Alibis delegates are welcome to explore the variety of exhibits: the perfect post-lunch activity!

EXHIBITION

	
	

	4.00pm-5.00pm
	All in the Best Possible Taste: Humour in Crime.

Do we only find the blackest of humour in the crime novels we love? Join Len to explore the funnier side of crime writing. Former CWA chair Len Tyler says he can’t ever remember a time when he wasn’t working on a book. This commitment has served him well, as he’s now the author of two prize-winning crime series as well as many contributions to anthologies and magazines. His works include the popular ‘Herring’ mysteries, and the Grey mysteries featuring seventeenth-century lawyer John Grey.
SOLO TALK
Len Tyler

	From 5pm
	Social Time – paid bar

Dinner is 6.00 – 7.45pm

	
	

	SUNDAY
	11th JUNE

	9.15am – 10.15am
	My career, from adapting Maigret and directing Sherlock Holmes for television to writing crime fiction – with a spattering of Hollywood gossip along the way.

If there was ever a title that explains it all, this is it! Tim Sullivan made his first short film before graduating from Cambridge University, and never stopped. As well as being a successful film director, Tim is also a screenwriter and novelist. His films, radio plays and television series are household names: from Where Angels Fear To Tread, to Cold Feet, to the recent global Netflix smash hit my Little Pony: A New Generation. In recent year Tim’s turned to crime fiction, with the bestselling Cross series.
SOLO TALK
Tim Sullivan

	
	

	10.30am – 11.30am
	How Cosy was the Golden Age of Detective Fiction?

Does the crime fiction of Agatha Christie and her contemporaries deserve its reputation of being sanitised and formulaic? Or is there something more sinister at its heart…? 

SOLO TALK
Matthew Booth

	
	BREAK

	12.00pm – 1.00pm
	Death Among the Dons – Crime Novels and Academia

The ivory towers of academia seem to be fertile ground for crime and murder in the minds of writers - but why is that? Academic and crime writer Christine Poulson lifts the curtain...
SOLO TALK
Christine Poulson

	1.00-2.00pm
	Two-course lunch (including a filter coffee or tea) in Food for Thought

	END
	Thank-you and goodbye until 2024!
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